
35

Off. of Spec. Educ. and Rehab. Services, Education § 300.304

NOTE 2: In order to be in compliance with
§ 300.300, each State must ensure that the re-
quirement to identify, locate, and evaluate
all children with disabilities is fully imple-
mented by public agencies throughout the
State. This means that before September 1,
1978, every child who has been referred or is
on a waiting list for evaluation (including
children in school as well as those not re-
ceiving an education) must be evaluated in
accordance with §§ 300.530–300.533. If, as a re-
sult of the evaluation, it is determined that
a child needs special education and related
services, an IEP must be developed for the
child by September 1, 1978, and all other ap-
plicable requirements of this part must be
met.

NOTE 3: The requirement to identify, lo-
cate, and evaluate children with disabilities
(commonly referred to as the ‘‘child find sys-
tem’’) was enacted on August 21, 1974, under
Pub. L. 93–380. While each State needed time
to establish and implement its child find sys-
tem, the four year period between August 21,
1974, and September 1, 1978, is considered to
be sufficient to ensure that the system is
fully operational and effective on a State-
wide basis.

Under the statute, the age range for the
child find requirement (0–21) is greater than
the mandated age range for providing FAPE.
One reason for the broader age requirement
under ‘‘child find’’ is to enable States to be
aware of and plan for younger children who
will require special education and related
services. It also ties in with the full edu-
cational opportunity goal requirement that
has the same age range as child find. More-
over, while a State is not required to provide
FAPE to children with disabilities below the
age ranges mandated under § 300.300, the
State may, at its discretion, extend services
to those children, subject to the priority re-
quirements of §§ 300.320–300.324.

§ 300.301 Free appropriate public edu-
cation—methods and payments.

(a) Each State may use whatever
State, local, Federal, and private
sources of support are available in the
State to meet the requirements of this
part. For example, when it is necessary
to place a child with a disability in a
residential facility, a State could use
joint agreements between the agencies
involved for sharing the cost of that
placement.

(b) Nothing in this part relieves an
insurer or similar third party from an
otherwise valid obligation to provide or
to pay for services provided to a child
with a disability.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1401 (18); 1412(2)(B))

§ 300.302 Residential placement.
If placement in a public or private

residential program is necessary to
provide special education and related
services to a child with a disability,
the program, including non-medical
care and room and board, must be at no
cost to the parents of the child.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(2)(B); 1413(a)(4)(B))

NOTE: This requirement applies to place-
ments that are made by public agencies for
educational purposes, and includes place-
ments in State-operated schools for children
with disabilities, such as a State school for
students with deafness or students with
blindness.

§ 300.303 Proper functioning of hear-
ing aids.

Each public agency shall ensure that
the hearing aids worn by children with
hearing impairments including deaf-
ness in school are functioning properly.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(2)(B))

NOTE: The report of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the 1978 appropriation bill in-
cludes the following statement regarding
hearing aids:

In its report on the 1976 appropriation bill
the Committee expressed concern about the
condition of hearing aids worn by children in
public schools. A study done at the Commit-
tee’s direction by the Bureau of Education
for the Handicapped reveals that up to one-
third of the hearing aids are malfunctioning.
Obviously, the Committee expects the Office
of Education will ensure that hearing im-
paired school children are receiving adequate
professional assessment, follow-up and serv-
ices.

(Authority: H. R. Rep. No. 95–381, p. 67 (1977))

§ 300.304 Full educational opportunity
goal.

(a) Each SEA shall ensure that each
public agency establishes and imple-
ments a goal of providing full edu-
cational opportunity to all children
with disabilities in the area served by
the public agency.

(b) Subject to the priority require-
ments of §§ 300.320–300.324, an SEA or
LEA may use part B funds to provide
facilities, personnel, and services nec-
essary to meet the full educational op-
portunity goal.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(2)(A); 1414(a)(1)(C))

NOTE: In meeting the full educational op-
portunity goal, the Congress also encouraged
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